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Lord Cromer had no great confidence in the result
of the experiment of introducing parliamentary institu-
tions into India. All the same, he did not regard the
difficulties as serious enough to justify opposition to
the Bill, or to throw doubts on its ultimate success.

Loid Lansdowne, whose speech had been eagerly
awaited, condensed his main criticism into a simile from
poker. "After consulting with the local Governors,
Lord Minto submitted a scheme of reform. Having
seen Lord Minto's hand, Lord Morley went one better.
AI a time when the greatest possible caution was neces-
sary in dealing with Indian affairs, he converted the
extremely cautious proposal of the Indian Government
into a scheme very much less cautious."

The system of election, he said, was foreign to the
ideas of the Indian people. The abolition of the official
majority was a dangerous game to play. As to the
executive councils, the Government seemed to have
developed the habit of legislating first and consulting
afterwards. Witness Old-Age Pensions and Welsh
Disestablishment. He thought there would be a pre-
ponderance of Indian sentiment against having a ftative
member of the Viceroy's Council. We should not go
too fast over ground strewn with pitfalls and dangers.

Lord Crewe replied for the Government. The Bill
was then read a second time.

In the House of Commons, Mr. Buchanan, Under-
secretary for India, justified exceptional measures in
view of the organised conspiracy in certain parts of
Bengal to subvert British rule.                                  0

" In East Bengal," he said, " young men act under
orders for the express purpose of obtaining money for
the propaganda, another body acts for the purpose of
obtaining explosives and arms, a third exists to make
bombs and use them. They endeavour by terrorism to
paralyse the administration of the law, and they
boasted that they intended to murder the important
witnesses, active policemen, and zealous officials. The
latest assassination took place only ten days ago?"

Lord Percy, speaking for the Opposition, heartily
supported the Government, and Mr. Rees (Liberal)
agreed with him.

Mr. Keir Hardie condemned deportation. A Liberal
amendment on the subject was defeated by 10,5 votes
to 76.